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The Bureau’s Guide to the West Virginia Economy
The economy is always a crucial issue in any election, whether it is a national, state, or local campaign. This guide is designed to
give you the latest information on how the state economy has performed and some hints on what may happen in the future. As always, the
key to a quality election is to be informed and to vote!
Yes, it’s TRUE
Job statistics from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
refer to the net job count at a point in time. These data are not
comparable to announced jobs, which are frequently mentioned in
the press. There are at least two crucial differences: 1) announced
jobs typically are not expected to begin coming online for several
months, and they are often phased-in over a period of months or
years, while BLS only counts jobs once employment actually be-
gins; 2) announced jobs tell us something important about ex-
pected future gross job creation. In calculating actual net job
growth (like BLS), we must account for gross job losses as well.
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Figure 1
Annual Job Growth for W. Va. Women Workers
Outpaces Overall Gains


















Service-producing jobs grew rapidly in the 1990s, espe-
cially services sectors like business services, health care, and social
services. The state also registered strong gains in construction jobs.
Manufacturing sectors like lumber and wood products, transporta-
tion equipment, food products, and printing and publishing also
posted strong gains in the 1990s. Job growth for women workers
has been faster than overall job gains (see Figure 1).
What’s DOWN
Coal mining jobs fell strongly during the 1990s, while
production was stable or even rising for most of the decade.
Chemicals, apparel, glass, and steel manufacturing dropped jobs, as
did the utilities sector. Overall job gains have slowed during the last
few years.
What’s NEXT
Look for continued job growth, especially in services and
selected manufacturing sectors. Also look for slower overall job
growth, at rates below the national average. Again, services is likely
to lead in generating net job growth. Educational attainment will
be key to growing services sectors with relatively high wages, like
computer programming and other professional services sectors.














































Has Had Its Hills and Valleys
Figure 3
W.Va. Educational Attainment: 1990
Share of County Residents Age 25+ with































































The civilian employment-to-population ratio and the
civilian labor force participation rate have risen since 1990. Accord-
ing to the latest data (for 1999), West Virginia’s employment-to-
population ratio was 52.7 percent, while the labor force participa-
tion rate was 56.4 percent. These rates are well above 1990 estimates
of 49.8 percent and 54.4 percent, respectively. This suggests that our
existing labor supply is being used more intensively than in the past,
although both rates remain well below those for the nation and the
rates for West Virginia women remain well below those for men.
What’s DOWN
The state unemployment rate hit 6.6 percent in 1999
(down from 8.6 percent in 1989 and down from 11.4 percent in
1992). However, even at 6.6 percent, the state registered the highest
unemployment rate in the nation last year. According to the 1990
Census, the state had the lowest share of residents with college-level
educational attainment in the nation, with just 16.1 percent of state
residents age 25-and-older having an associates degree or more.
Only Monongalia County (31.4 percent) had a larger share of resi-
dents with an associates degree or higher than the national average
(25.6 percent), as Figure 2 shows.
What’s NEXT
Look for the labor force participation rate and employ-
ment-to-population ratios to continue rising while the unemploy-




Residents are counted as unemployed only if they are out of
work, are available for work, and have been actively been searching
for work during the last four weeks. Unemployed residents who are
unavailable for work or who have not been actively searching for
work are not considered part of the labor force. Furthermore, resi-
dents counted as employed are not necessarily fully-employed. Indi-
viduals counted as employed might prefer to work more hours or may
currently hold a job significantly below their abilities.
Population
What’s UP
The state’s median age, at 38.9 years, was the highest in the
nation last year. The national median age was 35.5 years. However,
West Virginia’s median age is the highest because of a bulge in the
number of state residents age 45-64, not because of the share of the
state’s residents age 65-and-older. Florida has a larger share of resi-
dents age 65-and-older (18.1 percent) than does West Virginia (15.1
percent).
What’s DOWN
Natural increase, which is the annual difference between
births and deaths, is essentially zero. Census estimates that West
Virginia’s net domestic migration has been negative for the last four
years. Even though the state has achieved steady economic growth,
most other states have done better. They are likely drawing West Vir-
ginians toward tighter labor markets and higher earnings from work.
What’s NEXT
More of the same.
Yes, it’s TRUE
There are fewer West Virginians now than there were in
1950 (see Figure 3). Population estimates since 1990 will be revised



































W.Va./U.S. Per Capita Personal Income Gap
Nears 1989 High
Figure 5
Industry Shares of Gross State Product
W.Va. and U.S.: 1997





Trans., Comm., & P.U.
Wholesale trade
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The per capita personal income gap between West Vir-
ginia and the nation is rising (see Figure 4). It was 22.9 percent in
1994, but is estimated at 26.7 percent in 1999. This does not imply
that state residents are worse off than four years ago, but it does
imply that the nation has done better. Real wage growth per job
was faster during the 1995-1999 period than it was during the first
four years of the decade (although this was driven by slowing infla-
tion). Growth in inflation-adjusted income from dividends, interest,
and rent has also accelerated compared to the 1990-1994 period.
What’s DOWN
Real per capita personal income growth decelerated last
year, although average growth from 1995-1999 was faster than
during the 1990-1994 period. Transfer income growth has slowed
dramatically since 1994, with slower gains in most categories, in-
cluding social security payments, medical payments (especially
Medicaid), income-maintenance payments, and unemployment
insurance benefit payments.
What’s NEXT
The per capita personal income gap is likely to continue
rising, surpassing its 1989 high in the next few years.
Yes, it’s TRUE
Annual wages per worker in chemical products (the state’s
largest manufacturing employer) are higher than in coal mining.
Disbursements from private pensions  are not counted as personal
income, although dividend payments associated with these plans
are. Employer contributions to private pension plans are counted as
fringe benefit income when payments are made into the plan. For
more information on personal income, see the Spring 1997 Business







As Figure 5 shows, the state had a much larger share of
gross state product (GSP) in mining and transportation, communi-
cations, and public utilities than the nation. GSP is the value of
goods and services produced by labor and property located in the
state. Real GSP  rose by 2.7 percent per year during the 1990-1997
period. State growth roughly matched the national rate of increase.
On the international front, West Virginia’s commodity exports in
1999 were well above their 1990 level.
What’s DOWN
Growth was sluggish in 1997, with real GSP falling in
several large sectors: construction; manufacturing; finance, insur-
ance, and real estate; and transportation, communications; and
public utilities. West Virginia commodity exports fell in 1999 from
their 1998 level as exports to Europe and Canada softened. Exports
to Asia rebounded in 1999.
What’s NEXT
Gains in real GSP during the next few years will likely
also fall well short of the growth seen in the 1990-1997 period.
Commodity export growth is likely to remain sluggish as interna-
tional competition restrains coal export growth.
Yes, it’s TRUE
Coal mining real GSP growth has been strong in the
1990s, reflecting production gains during the decade.  For more
information on GSP, see the Winter 1998 Business and Economic
Review (available online at:
http://www.bber.wvu.edu/review/b&ev4n1.htm).
Broadening our perspective to the world economy, note that
on July 1, 2002, the eleven currencies of European Monetary
Union (including the German mark, French franc, and Italian lira,
among others) will no longer be legal tender in their respective







































































































































































































































































See Figures 6-9 for job and population growth by county, as
well as county unemployment rates and per capita personal income.
Who’s been HOT
Job growth has been fastest (during the 1990s) in the
Eastern Panhandle, the Potomac Highlands, the Charleston Metro-
politan Statistical Area, and assorted other counties dispersed
around the state. Population growth has been concentrated in the
Eastern Panhandle and Putnam County. Per capita personal income




Job losses have been concentrated in the southern coal
fields (and other counties dependent on coal and manufacturing).
In addition, counties containing large cities have tended to lose
population in the 1990s (for instance, the Northern Panhandle
counties, as well as Kanawha, Cabell, and Wood County). The
highest unemployment rates (and lowest levels of per capita per-
sonal income) tend to be found in the most rural and isolated parts
of the state. These are counties with little industrial diversification,
poor transportation infrastructure, and low levels of educational
attainment.
George W. Hammond, Ph.D.




Since 1989, the West Virginia economy has added an average
of 11,100 jobs per year, real per capita personal income has risen by
1.9 percent per year, the unemployment rate has fallen by 0.2 per-
centage points annually, while population is essentially unchanged
from 1989. Last year, the state economy added 6,500 nonfarm
jobs, real per capita personal income rose by 1.9 percent, the unem-
ployment rate was constant at 6.6 percent and the state’s popula-
tion fell by 4,800. All of the 1999 data are preliminary in nature,
and will be revised, but the overall picture is clear. While the state
continues to generate more income and jobs, it has also down-
shifted in several respects from the growth rates experienced during
the first half of the 1990s.
The 10-year forecast calls for this trend toward slower growth
in the state to continue. The key words in that sentence are slower
and growth. Growth is important because the forecast calls for West
Virginians to be better off (in terms of real per capita personal in-
come) in 2010 than they are now. But slow is an important modi-
fier, because the forecast also suggests that state growth will fall
short of that expected for the nation. This implies a widening per
capita personal in gap with the nation in coming years.




The Wheeling-Bridgeport Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) overcame net job losses early in the 1990s to post overall
job gains every year from 1993 to 1998. These gains were achieved
in spite of restructuring in the coal mining, manufacturing, and
utilities sectors. While job gains during the 1990s did not keep pace
with the state average, the MSA did add jobs at a brisk pace in
services and government.
 If the national economy avoids recession during the 2000-
2004 period, the forecast calls for the MSA to maintain its eco-
nomic momentum. Job and income gains are forecast to continue
during the 1999-2004 period and per capita personal income is
forecast to rise.
Population losses continue, because moderate job gains are not
expected to be sufficient to stem net outmigration from the MSA.
The full forecast publication is available free online at:
www.bber.wvu.edu/eo/wveo_2000/wheeling_2000/index.htm.
The Latest from the….
West Virginia Economic Outlook
Beckley-Bluefield Region: 1999-2004
Region’s Growth to Slow
The Beckley-Bluefield region kept pace with the state rate of
economic growth during the 1990s, in spite of sustained losses in
coal mining jobs. Employment gains during the 1990s have come
primarily in the service-producing sectors, driven by gains in trade,
services, and government. County job growth within the region
varied from well above the state rate (Raleigh County) to well below
the state rate (McDowell County). Consistent regional job gains,
combined with moderate population losses, have generated unem-
ployment rate declines since the early 1990s.
 The outlook for the region calls for continued economic
growth, if the national economy avoids recession during the 2000-
2004 period. However, job and income gains are also expected to
come at a slower pace than during the 1990-1998 period (and at a
slower rate than is currently expected for the state or the nation) and
are expected to be accompanied by population losses.
The full forecast publication is available free online at:
www.bber.wvu.edu/eo/wveo_2000/beckblue_2000/index.htm.
George W. Hammond, Ph.D.
Director, West Virginia Economic Outlook
W. Va. Economic Outlook Conference
Set for Nov. 14
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research presents its
annual Economic Outlook Conference on November 14, 2000,
from 8 am-12:30 pm at the Charleston Marriott. Sponsors of
this year’s conference include the State Journal, American Elec-
tric Power, United Parcel Service, Columbia Natural Resources,
West Virginia Department of Tax and Revenue, and One Valley
Bank.
Speakers will be David Wyss, chief economist for Standard &
Poor’s DRI and George Hammond, director of the W.Va. Eco-
nomic Outlook Project. Wyss will discuss the outlook for the
national economy, and Hammond will discuss the latest trends
in West Virginia’s economy and his forecast for the next year.
If you’re on this mailing list you will receive your registration
materials in October, or to
have them sent to you,
call Anna Willard at


























































In the late 1990s, although West Virginia’s economy continued
to grow, the pace slowed and the state fell further behind the nation
in many measures of economic well-being.1 One reason for this
decline was the downward trend in West Virginia commodity ex-
ports, which was a significant drag on the state’s economy in 1998
and 1999. Exports of coal and primary metals, two of the state’s
three largest export sectors, dropped substantially, while growth in
chemical exports mitigated the fall in total exports.
Figure 1 illustrates the trends in West Virginia and national
commodity exports, as well as state personal income, during the
past decade. The solid dark blue line shows that exports originating2
in West Virginia increased gradually through 1992, dropped in
1993, grew quickly again through 1997, but then plunged in 1998
and 1999 to finish 18.1 percent larger than at the start of the de-
cade. Using the GDP deflator to adjust for inflation, real state ex-
ports actually decreased by 2.5 percent over the period!
In comparison, the dotted blue line in Figure 1shows that state
personal income increased steadily and finished the decade with
over twice as much growth—44.4 percent—as did exports. Na-
tional exports, represented by the solid green line, finished the de-
cade 76.3 percent ahead of 1990, growing both more quickly and
more steadily than West Virginia’s exports.
What accounts for the slow and erratic growth of West
Virginia’s exports in the 1990s? The explanation begins with the
industry composition of those exports.
Table 1 (page 8) displays the state’s export data for the three
most recent years by industry and by the top 25 destination coun-
tries. The table also includes growth rates, share of all West Virginia
exports, and state share of national commodity exports from the
listed industry or to the listed country. In 1997, chemicals, coal,
and primary metals were by far the state’s largest export products.
By 1999, although these industries were still the top three, the gap
between them and lumber and wood products in fourth place had
closed considerably.
Trade Update:
W. Va. Commodity Exports Plunge
Understanding trends in the top three industries explains most
of the trend in the state’s total commodity exports.
Coal
In each of the first three years of the 1990s, coal was West
Virginia’s largest export. After the strike-influenced years of 1993 and
1994, the state’s international coal exports recovered to a new peak of
$940 million in 1997.3 Then, as Figure 2 shows, the value of state
coal exports fell slightly in 1998 and precipitously in 1999, reaching a
low of only $316 million.
Figure 3 lists the five largest West Virginia coal export destina-
tions in 1999, with bars showing the value of coal exports for each
of the past three years. The 1999 decrease was widespread. While
exports to South Korea show a tiny, $1 million increase from 1998,
each of the other 25 countries buying coal from West Virginia in
1998 received less coal from West Virginia in 1999. Exports to
Canada dropped the furthest—$188 million less (-86.7 percent)
than in 1998. Several other important markets had percentage
declines almost as large: the Netherlands (-79.0), Turkey (-77.9),
the United Kingdom (-72.5), and South Africa (-70.6).
As shown in Figure 2, the decline in coal exports affected the
entire United States, not just West Virginia. This is primarily due to
increased competition in international coal markets coupled with a
sluggish global economy, especially in East Asia. In 1999, Australia
and Canada increased supply and cut prices on metallurgical coal,
while Australia, Colombia, Indonesia, South Africa, and Venezuela
did the same with steam coal. At the same time, continuing finan-
cial turmoil and recession in several East Asian countries plus com-




































































































Major W.Va. Coal Export Destinations
Canada is a special case. National coal exports to Canada de-
clined by only -8.9 percent in 1999. It is likely that some portion of
the reduction that year in West Virginia’s exports to Canada reflects
differences in the transportation arrangements captured by the
origin-of-movement data, rather than changes in the state’s produc-
tion of coal for export. While West Virginia’s coal exports to
Canada were declining, exports reported from Ohio increased by
$91 million.
Chemicals
Figure 4 shows strong growth in West Virginia’s chemical ex-
ports throughout the 1990s. After a slight dip in 1998, the industry
finished the decade with $1.2 billion of exports in 1999—85.2
percent ahead of 1990. In combination with chemical exports’
already substantial size and with declines in coal and primary met-
als, this strong growth left the industry accounting for 56.5 percent
of all state exports in 1999. The chemical industry’s strong perfor-
mance prevented a complete collapse of West Virginia exporting
last year.
As listed in Figure 5, Japan, Belgium, Canada, the Nether-
lands, and South Korea were the five most important destinations
of the state’s chemical exports. For Japan, Belgium, and South Ko-
rea, 1999 chemical shipments from West Virginia represented all-
time highs. Asian markets have become increasingly important to
the state’s chemical industry. In 1990 they accounted for 33.1 per-
cent of the industry’s exports, but by 1999 that share had increased
to 46.7 percent.
Primary Metals
During the past two years, West Virginia’s steel, aluminum,
and other primary metals industries have faced disruptions from
international competition and alleged dumping not only in their
domestic markets, but also in their export markets. In many ways,
the pattern of state primary metal exports in the 1990s is similar to
the pattern for coal. Figure 6 demonstrates that metal exports also
peaked in 1997 at $280 million and then fell to $160 million by
1999. However, the value of primary metal exports still finished the
decade 34.9 percent ahead of the first year because growth in the
mid-1990s was so dramatic.
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Total 2,524.1 2,290.3 2,045.5 1.9 -10.7 100.00 0.30
Industry
Agriculture — Crops 0.1 0.2 0.2 -5.0 26.8 0.01 0.00
Agriculture — Livestock 6.6 5.3 6.8 18.6 28.2 0.33 0.65
Forestry 0.0 0.1 1.4 3.2 2,197.7 0.07 0.5
Fishing, Hunting, & Trapping 0.0 0.0 0.0 NA -53.4 0.00 0.00
Metal Mining 0.1 0.5 0.2 -45.2 -67.6 0.01 0.02
Coal 940.4 808.9 316.4 -8.5 -60.9 15.47 14.82
Oil & Gas 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 36.8 0.00 0.00
Nonmetallic Minerals 1.8 1.5 1.3 8.6 -13.3 0.06 0.10
Food 9.4 15.6 11.4 38.6 -27.0 0.56 0.04
Tobacco 0.0 0.0 0.0 NA NA 0.00 0.00
Textiles 4.2 4.6 5.2 4.0 11.5 0.25 0.07
Apparel 1.0 0.2 0.2 -6.4 -28.8 0.01 0.00
Lumber & Wood Products 35.8 70.4 94.0 19.0 33.4 4.59 1.45
Furniture & Fixtures 0.3 1.0 0.7 7.5 -30.0 0.03 0.03
Paper 5.9 12.2 9.1 18.0 -25.1 0.45 0.06
Printing & Publishing 0.8 1.3 2.3 15.2 72.4 0.11 0.05
Chemicals 947.6 877.0 1,154.7 7.1 31.7 56.45 1.67
Petroleum & Coal Products 7.2 11.9 9.5 13.3 -20.2 0.46 0.15
Rubber & Misc. Plastics Products 52.1 48.3 27.2 -4.1 -43.8 1.33 0.16
Leather 0.0 0.5 0.2 -18.2 -63.8 0.01 0.01
Stone, Clay, & Glass 49.4 45.9 41.4 3.6 -9.9 2.02 0.61
Primary Metals 280.2 184.4 159.6 3.4 -13.4 7.80 0.74
Fabricated Metals 19.7 25.1 26.0 10.1 3.8 1.27 0.11
Industrial Machinery & Computers 67.5 93.1 80.7 1.5 -13.4 3.94 0.07
Electronic & Electrical Equipment 11.9 12.5 9.2 0.5 -26.8 0.45 0.01
Transportation Equipment 37.2 35.6 50.4 14.3 41.6 2.47 0.04
Instruments 24.2 20.4 15.7 -5.4 -22.7 0.77 0.04
Miscellaneous Manufacturing 3.7 1.7 2.3 15.2 33.3 0.11 0.02
Country
Canada 532.7 638.5 411.8 3.4 -35.5 20.13 0.25
Japan 187.5 182.4 277.0 4.6 51.9 13.54 0.48
Belgium 229.8 190.9 240.7 7.2 26.1 11.77 1.94
S. Korea 162.1 113.2 140.5 3.5 24.1 6.87 0.61
Netherlands 131.9 112.8 91.5 -0.6 -18.8 4.47 0.47
United Kingdom 137.2 102.0 75.5 -0.6 -26.0 3.69 0.20
Italy 106.9 70.7 69.9 -11.5 -1.1 3.42 0.69
Brazil 98.9 73.5 68.8 2.1 -6.5 3.36 0.52
France 82.3 75.9 66.7 -4.1 -12.1 3.26 0.35
Taiwan 58.0 40.5 62.9 14.5 55.5 3.08 0.33
Hong Kong 43.7 34.3 60.1 8.6 75.2 2.94 0.48
Singapore 56.3 45.4 50.4 10.1 11.1 2.46 0.31
Mexico 40.5 51.8 35.1 1.6 -32.2 1.72 0.04
Australia 34.6 38.4 34.0 7.2 -11.5 1.66 0.29
Germany 41.4 43.3 32.5 4.6 -24.8 1.59 0.12
Spain 57.8 51.9 30.4 -12.1 -41.4 1.49 0.50
China 25.2 31.3 29.7 18.1 -5.0 1.45 0.23
S. Africa 36.4 44.2 25.8 13.6 -41.7 1.26 1.00
Turkey 66.5 52.6 17.9 38.0 -65.9 0.88 0.56
Thailand 29.2 12.4 17.4 16.3 41.0 0.85 0.35
Portugal 29.2 21.4 16.0 25.3 -25.2 0.78 1.47
Argentina 12.7 13.5 15.0 10.2 11.6 0.73 0.30
Bulgaria 21.4 36.3 13.9 NA -61.8 0.68 13.53
Israel 8.2 14.7 13.2 -4.3 -10.6 0.64 0.17
India 12.5 11.9 12.8 5.6 7.7 0.63 0.35
Source: Adapted from MISER: International Trade Database, Copyright 1999, University of Massachusetts. No claim to original United States
government works. All rights reserved.
Table 1
West Virginia Commodity Exports
Exports in $ Millions
1997 1998 1999
























































Export Trends for Other Products
West Virginia
United States
Figure 7 shows that Canada, the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, and Japan were the most important destinations for state
primary metal exports last year. Canada by itself accounted for 60.8
percent of the state’s total metal exports that year. Across destina-
tion countries, the three-year trend is mixed. Of the top five desti-
nations, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Japan show moderate
reductions, while France and Germany show small gains.
The explanation for the fall in West Virginia primary metal
exports over the past two years has two major elements. The first is
increased global competition and excess capacity. The second, as
with coal, is the Asian financial crisis and accompanying slowdown
that hit a large number of countries in 1998. In 1997, the state
shipped $87.2 million worth of primary metals to Asian countries.
By 1999 that value fell to just $13.0 million—an 85.1 percent
decrease that accounted for nearly two-thirds of the global decline
in the state’s primary metals exports.
Other Exports
West Virginia’s other commodity exports grew in 1998 and
stayed nearly level in 1999, finishing the decade at $415 million—an
increase of 46.5 percent from the beginning of the decade. (See Fig-
ure 8.) However, national exports of the same group of commodities
grew more quickly over the decade (79.1 percent).
From Table 1 (page 8), one can see that the largest of these
other export commodities were lumber and wood products; indus-
trial machinery; and transportation equipment. Lumber and wood
products and transportation equipment were also among the fastest
growing state exports over the decade, as well as during the past year.
Diversification is the key to the future growth and stability of
West Virginia’s exports. This can only be accomplished through con-
tinued gains in a variety of these other industries, such as wood prod-
ucts, transportation equipment, industrial machinery, fabricated
metal products, food, printing, and miscellaneous manufacturing.
Notes
1For a brief summary, see George Hammond’s article “The Latest from the ... West Virginia Economic Outlook,” in this issue. For
more detail see his “Notes from the West Virginia Economic Outlook 2000,” West Virginia Business and Economic Review 6(2), Spring 2000
and West Virginia Economic Outlook; Long-Term Forecast 2000-2010, July 2000. Both are available at the BBER’s website:
www.bber.wvu.edu.
2See David Greenstreet, “Where Did that Export Come From?” West Virginia Business and Economic Review 5(3), Summer 1999 for a
discussion of the various ways an export’s source can be defined. This article uses origin of movement, which emphasizes transportation of
an export.
3Although this value for state coal exports—based on origin of movement—was slightly less than the value for chemical exports, coal
was still almost certainly West Virginia’s largest export sector in 1995 through 1998 on a location-of-production basis. See the article cited
in Note 2 for an illustration using 1996.





West Virginia Per Capita Personal Income by County, 1996-1998
Dollars per Resident
PCPI Growth
Annual Growth PCPI Rank Rate Rank
1996 1997 1998 1997-1998 (%) 1998 1997-1998
United States* 24,651 25,924 27,203 4.9 — —
  Metropolitan portion 26,104 27,471 28,872 5.1 — —
  Nonmetropolitan portion 18,844 19,719 20,478 3.8 — —
West Virginia 18,566 19,406 20,185 4.0 — —
  Metropolitan portion 21,255 22,246 23,217 4.4 — —
  Nonmetropolitan portion 16,631 17,364 18,002 3.7 — —
Barbour 13,443 14,440 14,789 2.4 48 48
Berkeley 19,884 21,220 22,234 4.8 10 13
Boone 17,329 18,223 19,193 5.3 17 6
Braxton 15,048 15,328 15,880 3.6 35 26
Brooke 18,424 18,998 19,910 4.8 14 11
Cabell 21,306 22,260 23,024 3.4 5 29
Calhoun 12,273 12,924 13,454 4.1 54 18
Clay 12,425 12,996 13,561 4.3 53 17
Doddridge 14,629 15,460 15,764 2.0 36 52
Fayette 15,992 16,689 17,318 3.8 28 24
Gilmer 15,049 16,404 16,898 3.0 30 41
Grant 16,730 17,294 17,823 3.1 27 40
Greenbrier 17,522 18,042 18,731 3.8 21 23
Hampshire 14,562 15,068 15,593 3.5 43 28
Hancock 20,631 21,355 22,413 5.0 9 9
Hardy 17,138 17,964 18,555 3.3 23 35
Harrison 20,270 21,824 22,504 3.1 8 39
Jackson 16,770 17,532 18,128 3.4 24 30
Jefferson 21,926 23,616 25,353 7.4 3 1
Kanawha 24,284 25,306 26,421 4.4 1 15
Lewis 15,045 15,592 16,116 3.4 34 32
Lincoln 12,560 13,391 13,836 3.3 51 34
Logan 15,995 16,895 17,303 2.4 29 49
McDowell 13,087 13,531 13,786 1.9 52 54
Marion 18,023 18,825 19,374 2.9 15 43
Marshall 17,273 17,803 18,888 6.1 20 2
Mason 15,876 16,187 16,844 4.1 31 20
Mercer 19,056 19,617 20,384 3.9 11 21
Mineral 16,273 17,490 18,035 3.1 25 38
Mingo 15,809 16,273 16,792 3.2 32 37
Monongalia 21,084 21,560 22,758 5.6 7 5
Monroe 14,131 14,635 14,917 1.9 45 53
Morgan 17,499 18,383 19,281 4.9 16 10
Nicholas 14,650 15,315 15,713 2.6 38 47
Ohio 24,323 24,674 25,677 4.1 2 19
Pendleton 16,811 17,988 18,563 3.2 22 36
Pleasants 18,607 19,293 20,136 4.4 12 16
Pocahontas 16,789 18,032 19,082 5.8 19 4
Preston 14,229 14,620 15,183 3.9 44 22
Putnam 20,637 21,951 23,084 5.2 4 8
Raleigh 18,611 19,325 20,027 3.6 13 25
Randolph 16,474 17,526 18,035 2.9 25 44
Ritchie 14,452 15,329 15,672 2.2 41 50
Roane 14,147 15,040 15,720 4.5 37 14
Summers 13,118 13,891 14,274 2.8 50 46
Taylor 13,644 14,478 14,908 3.0 46 42
Tucker 15,821 16,032 16,351 2.0 33 51
Tyler 14,331 14,915 15,691 5.2 39 7
Upshur 14,051 14,789 15,688 6.1 40 3
Wayne 14,505 15,218 15,638 2.8 42 45
Webster 11,822 12,498 12,723 1.8 55 55
Wetzel 17,633 18,284 19,161 4.8 18 12
Wirt 13,324 14,361 14,872 3.6 47 27
Wood 21,033 22,082 22,829 3.4 6 31
Wyoming 13,764 14,215 14,690 3.3 49 33
*The personal income level shown for the United States is derived as the sum of the county estimates. It differs from the estimate of personal income in the national income and product accounts
(NIPA’s) because of differences in coverage, in the methodologies used to prepare the estimates, and in the timing of the availability of source data.
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West Virginia and United States Economic Indicators
United States
Real GDP (Bil. $1996 Chain-Wtd.) 8,783.2 8,905.8 9,084.1 9,191.8 9,308.8 8,159.5 8,515.7 8,875.8
% Change 2.5 5.7 8.3 4.8 5.2 4.4 4.4 4.2
Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) (1982-84=100)* 166.2 167.2 168.3 169.8 171.6 160.5 163.0 166.6
% Change 3.9 2.5 2.5 3.8 4.2 2.3 1.6 2.2
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Mil.) 128.4 129.1 129.8 130.6 131.5 122.7 125.8 128.8
% Change 2.0 2.0 2.2 2.6 2.8 2.6 2.6 2.3
Unemployment Rate (%) 4.3 4.2 4.1 4.1 4.0 4.9 4.5 4.2
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 305 293 286 276 288 320 316 296
Industrial Production (1992=100) 136.1 137.7 139.5 141.7 144.2 127.0 132.4 137.0
% Change 4.7 4.8 5.3 6.5 7.3 6.3 4.3 3.5
Capacity Utilization Rate 80.5 80.7 81.0 81.5 82.2 83.3 81.8 80.6
Housing Starts (Mil.) 1.591 1.663 1.689 1.732 1.602 1.475 1.621 1.676
Retail Sales (Bil.$) 2,960 3,028 3,096 3,196 3,212 2,497 2,613 2,746
% Change 9.6 9.6 9.3 13.5 2.1 4.7 5.1 9.0
Federal Funds Rate* 4.75 5.09 5.31 5.68 6.27 5.46 5.35 4.97
Thirty-Year Treasury Bond Rate* 5.80 6.04 6.25 6.30 5.98 6.61 5.58 5.87
West Virginia
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Thous.) 725.8 723.6 727.3 730.2 736.9 707.8 719.2 725.7
% Change 1.3 -1.2 2.0 1.6 3.7 1.3 1.6 0.9
Mining 21.5 20.9 21.0 20.9 21.2 24.6 23.7 21.4
% Change -10.4 -10.7 2.6 -1.9 5.2 -4.7 -3.7 -9.7
Construction 33.4 32.8 33.1 33.6 33.1 34.9 34.2 33.5
% Change -2.4 -7.0 3.3 6.6 -6.2 1.5 -2.0 -2.0
Manufacturing 81.2 81.4 82.1 82.7 81.8 81.6 82.4 81.7
% Change -2.1 1.0 3.7 2.8 -4.0 -0.4 1.0 -0.8
Trans., Comm. and Public Utilities 38.3 38.3 38.4 38.2 38.0 38.9 38.4 38.2
% Change 4.3 0.0 1.4 -2.7 -2.1 -1.0 -1.3 -0.5
Trade 163.3 162.5 163.1 163.6 164.2 161.7 162.6 162.9
% Change 1.6 -2.1 1.5 1.2 1.6 0.9 0.6 0.2
Finance, Ins. and Real Estate 29.9 29.7 29.6 29.6 29.6 28.2 28.7 29.8
% Change -0.9 -1.8 -1.8 -0.4 0.9 3.3 1.8 3.8
Services 216.6 217.3 219.7 221.5 222.8 198.9 208.3 217.1
% Change 3.2 1.4 4.4 3.3 2.4 4.1 4.7 4.2
Government 141.6 140.7 140.2 140.2 146.2 139.1 140.8 141.1
% Change 2.6 -2.7 -1.2 -0.1 18.2 0.3 1.2 0.2
Unemployment Rate (%) 6.8 6.6 6.3 5.5 5.5 6.9 6.6 6.6
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 1.731 1.353 1.506 1.439 1.509 1.617 1.625 1.579
Average Weekly Hours Coal Mining 43.8 43.3 42.9 44.1 44.5 44.9 44.4 43.4
Average Weekly Hours Manufacturing 41.3 41.8 41.8 41.9 41.4 41.7 41.6 41.5
Average Hourly Earnings Coal Mining ($) 19.29 19.48 19.40 19.34 19.44 19.73 19.73 19.36
% Change 0.8 4.1 -1.6 -1.4 2.1 -1.8 0.0 -1.9
Average Hourly Earnings Manufacturing ($) 13.95 14.19 14.31 14.35 14.51 13.16 13.70 14.09
% Change 1.6 7.2 3.3 1.2 4.5 1.5 4.2 2.8
Real Personal Income (Mil. $1996) 36,013 36,281 36,389 36,741 n/a 34,549 35,526 36,147
% Change 1.2 3.0 1.2 3.9 n/a 2.3 2.8 1.8
Wage and Salary 17,604 17,794 17,791 18,009 n/a 16,952 17,401 17,674
% Change 2.2 4.4 -0.1 5.0 n/a 1.4 2.6 1.6
Other Labor 2,465 2,479 2,472 2,492 n/a 2,430 2,466 2,471
% Change -0.2 2.3 -1.2 3.3 n/a -0.1 1.4 0.2
Proprietors 2,081 2,070 2,098 2,122 n/a 2,002 2,052 2,081
% Change 1.5 -2.1 5.6 4.7 n/a 3.1 2.5 1.4
Dividends, Interest, and Rent 6,291 6,352 6,425 6,492 n/a 5,982 6,187 6,329
% Change 2.8 3.9 4.7 4.3 n/a 3.4 3.4 2.3
Transfer Payments 8,401 8,409 8,408 8,444 n/a 8,185 8,317 8,410
% Change -0.9 0.4 -0.0 1.7 n/a 2.3 1.6 1.1
Value of Total Housing Permits (Mil.$) 357 352 427 363 300 291 327 382
W.Va. Export-Weighted U.S. Dollar(1980=100)* 138.0 137.7 136.6 139.6 144.3 127.2 136.7 136.7
% Change 10.5 -0.9 -3.0 9.2 14.1 9.3 7.4 0.0
Notes:   West Virginia average weekly hours, average hourly earnings, and initial claims for unemployment insurance data are obtained from the
West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs and seasonally adjusted using seasonal factors derived by the Bureau of Business and
Economic Research. West Virginia employment and the state unemployment rate are seasonally adjusted by the West Virginia Bureau of
Employment Programs. Personal income data are seasonally adjusted by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce. Compo-
nents may not sum to totals due to rounding. All percent changes are measured from the previous period and expressed as annual rates. Value
of total housing permits data are from the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Dept. of Commerce.
*Not seasonally adjusted.
n/a=Not Available.
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